Verapamil inhibits proliferation but not steroidogenesis of regenerating rat adrenal cortex.
The effect of verapamil, a calcium channel antagonist, on proliferation and steroidogenesis was investigated in regenerating rat adrenal cortex. Verapamil was given subcutaneously in two doses (1 and 5 mg/kg) to male Wistar rats subjected to adrenal enucleation combined with contralateral adrenalectomy. It was found that verapamil inhibited the mitotic activity of adrenocortical cells on the 4th and 8th day after surgery in a dose-dependent manner. However, no changes in corticosterone secretion were observed.